[Patient advance directives in Austria--ethical discussions].
In Austria exists a broad political consensus to avoid euthanasia and assisted suicide but to convey palliative medicine and palliative care and to strengthen the autonomy and the rights of the patient. Therefore in 2006 the Austrian parliament passed the living will act which differs between obliging and noticeable living will documents. Concerning the limitation of the range of coverage the Austrian law defines a comparative liberal position.